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“For the strength of the Pack is the Wolf, and the strength of the Wolf is the Pack.” –

Rudyard Kipling
This old saying came true during 2021! After months of not being able to see each other, our ECTSA members and
friends came together again to celebrate our unity. First during our Annual General Meeting, then at the Sports Day
and also participating as teams in the Billion Steps Challenge.
The Management Committee would like to thank our members for being responsible during these challenging times
of Covid-19.
We cannot end this year without thinking of all our SATSA friends and members we lost. We learned so much from
their leadership and example and will carry their memories forever.
One thing is sure: We stand together to ensure that we enter 2022 with good health and expectations for great
things to come – especially the National Transplant Games from 30th June till 3rd July.

Wishing all our members a blessed Festive Season and a healthy 2022
Heilie Uys
Interim ECTSA
Chairperson
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Pierre Potgieter aced the St Francis Links top
green at the fourth hole on a windy Saturday.
What was most amazing is the fact that they
saw the ball go in – not from the tee, but as
they walked to the green! From 6 inches, the
wind kicked and moved the ball to the hole.

Who said good golf can’t be played in gale force wind!!!

LIFE IN WUXI, CHINA
Our ECTSA member working in Wuxi, China, Nico Maritz describes his Covid-19 challenges in the following way:
A Security officer directs him to the temperature gauge before
you can enter the workplace.

An App on his phone gets activated as soon as Security requests it.
Another App on his phone needs to be scanned to indicate his
risk area movements. The green arrow indicates that he was not in any risk areas.
Nico will not be coming to South Africa for the Christmas period because the isolation period in China
following international travel is three to four weeks.
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After 20 months of Covid-19 restrictions the members of the Eastern Cape Transplant Association (ECTSA) could meet again on the athletics track.
The coaches, Johann van Greunen and Nic Human worked very hard to prepare the athletes
for this sports day. We thank them for their commitment, endurance, and patience. To get
all the muscles to work again in coordination wasn’t an easy task.
We thank all the supporters for their encouragement of the athletes, taking photos and assisting officials with ringing the bell and measuring distances.
We might be a small group of dedicated members, but we have a Big Family attitude!
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HUG TX THE TEDDY BEAR
.

As part of the 5K Anyway initiative of the World Transplant Games
2021 (Houston), Teddy bears were released by participants to be given to children either awaiting a transplant or having been transplanted. The bear’s name is TX and represents the transplant community.
TX is wearing a cape to represent the hero in these children who have
overcome obstacles in their short lives.
South African participants released four (4) Teddy bears. The idea is to
donate one teddy bear to each SATSA Region to be given to a child
awaiting transplant or who have received a transplant.
The Eastern Cape Region of SATSA handed the first Teddy bear to Kayla Kander from Livingstone Hospital who received a kidney transplant
on 27th May 2021. She share this experience with Dr Ensor, Sr Lucille
Claassen, her mother Gene and Heilie Uys from the EC Transplant
Sports Association.
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Members of the ECTSA Billion Steps Teams, Kouga Footsloggers and Choo
Choo participated eagerly in this Challenge.
Amongst the 19 South African teams, the Kouga team came first in total
steps made (6 276 346 steps) and team Choo Choo 14th. On average steps
made per day Kouga came 4th and Choo Choo 7th.
Well done and thanks to all our members and friends who participated.
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What a wonderful opportunity for our EC Transplant Sports Association (ECTSA) members to
see each other again, for the first time in 18 months, at the Annual General Meeting. Thanks
to Mr Sibongile Fondine (General Secretary of EC Sports Confederation) for his attendance.
Dick Kruger (SATSA EXCO member) and other ECTSA members attended via Zoom.
We are living in different times!!!

Although we don’t know what the future holds, SATSA’s Management Committee accepted a provisional proposal from ECTSA to hold the National Transplant Games 2022 in Gqeberha (Port Elizabeth)
from 30th June till 3rd July 2022. More information will be forwarded early 2022.
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For any

ECTSA MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Interim Chairperson Interim Vice-Chairperson Interim Secretary
Heilie Uys
& Treasurer
Susan Burri
Willie Uys

Newsletter
contributions
please contact

Heilie Uys:
Cell: 082 465 0935
Email: huys@ibi.co.za

Member
Nombuyiselo Skafu

Member
Robyn Emslie

Join us on
Facebook
Eastern Cape
Transplant Sports
Association
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